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SOCIETY

ALONG JORDAN’S NORTHERN BORDER, A TEAM OF WOMEN IS DOING ONE OF THE MOST DANGEROUS JOBS IN THE 
COUNTRY—CLEARING LANDMINES. THEY’RE THE FIRST ALL-FEMALE DE-MINING SQUAD IN THE MIDDLE EAST
Words by Elspeth Dehnert. Photography by Lindsey Leger. Translation assistance by Yassin Majali and Yacoub M. Rabah

DANGER
SEARCHING FOR
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A

“Socially, it hasn’t benefitted 
me. Financially, it has. I’m doing 
much better. Emotionally, well, 
it’s very nerve-wracking”

Above: A plume of dark smoke billows where anti-tank and anti-personnel mines are 
defused and burned. After the mines are located, they’re taken in a wooden box to 
a safe area and burned. Top right: Manual Clearance Coordinator Qasem Al Smadi.

Middle right: Seemingly rudimentary tools such as rakes, brushes, stakes, and mallets 
are used to locate mines, remove them, and track the team’s progress. Bottom right: 

Handa Al Qteish works with a metal detector, which can detect mines buried up to 
forty centimeters below the surface. 

Previous page: Iman Al Qboos pauses before crossing into the minefield to start her 
shift. The trench between the mine field and paved road provides a safe escape route.

In November 2007,!"#$%!&'()!%*+,!+!-)+(!+.%)(!/&01)&),%/,2!
WKH�GDXQWLQJ�WDVN�RI�FOHDULQJ�����,VUDHOL�PLQHÀHOGV�VWUHZQ�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�'HDG�6HD�DQG�5HG�6HD��WKH�13$�EHJDQ�SUHSDUDWLRQV�WR�FOHDU�WKH�
WHQ�DQG�D�KDOI�VTXDUH�NLORPHWHU�VWUHWFK�RI�QLQHW\�WKUHH�PLQHÀHOGV�
DORQJ�WKH�6\ULDQ�-RUGDQLDQ�ERUGHU��%\�$SULO���RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU��
WKH�JURXQG�RSHUDWLRQV�FRPPHQFHG�ZLWK�WKH�JRDO�WR�FOHDU���������
ODQGPLQHV�E\�������+RZHYHU��WKDW�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�WRR�DPELWLRXV�D�
GHDGOLQH�DQG�QRZ�WKH\�KRSH�WR�ÀQLVK�QH[W�0D\��
7KH�ODQGPLQHV��SODQWHG�E\�-RUGDQ�LQ�WKH�����V�WR�GHWHU�WKUHDWV�

VSXUUHG�E\�KRVWLOLW\�ZLWK�6\ULD�DQG�WR�FRPEDW�VPXJJOLQJ��KDYH�
SUHYHQWHG�WKH��������FLYLOLDQV�LQ�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHD�IURP�XVLQJ�WKH�
ODQG�IRU�DJULFXOWXUDO�SXUSRVHV�DQG³LQ�WKH�ZRUVH�FDVHV³KDYH�FDXVHG�
KRUULÀF�LQMXULHV�RU�HYHQ�GHDWKV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&RPPLW3
WHH�IRU�'HPLQLQJ�DQG�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ��WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�����YLFWLPV�RI�
-RUGDQ·V�ODQGPLQHV��2I�WKHP������ZHUH�NLOOHG��$V�0DMDOL�H[SODLQV��
´0RVW�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�GLHG�IURP�WKH�PLQHV�KDYH�VWDUWHG�SOD\3
LQJ�ZLWK�LW�LQ�WKHLU�KDQGV��7KH\�GRQ·W�NQRZ�ZKDW�LW�LV�DQG�LW�VHWV�RII�
QHDU�KLV�RU�KHU�IDFH�DQG�YLWDO�RUJDQV�µ�
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�PDNLQJ�WKH�ODQG�VDIH�IRU�FLYLOLDQV��WKH�RWKHU�PDLQ�SXU3

SRVH�EHKLQG�FOHDULQJ�WKH�PLQHÀHOGV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�0DMDOL��LV�WR�LPSOH3
PHQW�D�RQH�ELOOLRQ�GROODU�IUHH�WUDGH�]RQH�EHWZHHQ�-RUGDQ�DQG�6\ULD�

QHDU�0DIUDT��WKHUH�GRHVQ·W�VHHP�WR�EH�DQ\�FOHDU�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
WZR�FRXQWULHV��DSDUW�IURP�DQ�RIÀFLDO�FURVVLQJ·V�FRQFUHWH�VWUXFWXUH�WKH�
VL]H�RI�D�RQH�EHGURRP�KRXVH�DQG�D�SDUDOOHO�PRXQG�RI�HDUWK�VHYHUDO�IHHW�
ZLGH�VWUHWFKLQJ�LQWR�WKH�GLVWDQFH��%XW�WKHUH�PXVW�EH�VRPHWKLQJ�PRUH��
VRPHWKLQJ�WR�OHW�SHRSOH�NQRZ�WKDW�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�LV�D�VHSDUDWH�VWDWH��
7KHUH�LV��RU�UDWKHU��WKHUH�DUH��7KH\�OD\�GRUPDQW�XQGHUJURXQG��PRUH�

WKDQ��������OLPE�GHVWUR\LQJ�FOXVWHUV�RI�PHWDO�DQG�H[SORVLYHV³ODQG3
PLQHV³VSUHDG�RXW�DPRQJ�QLQHW\�WKUHH�PLQHÀHOGV�
-XVW�RXWVLGH�RQH�RI�WKHVH�ÀHOGV��D�EDUEHG�ZLUH�IHQFH�WKDW�VXUURXQGV�

WKH�PLQHÀHOGV�KDV�D�ODUJH�HQRXJK�JDS�WR�DOORZ�WKH�FXULRXV�WR�REVHUYH�
GH�PLQHUV�DV�WKH\�JUD]H�WKHLU�PHWDO�GHWHFWRUV�DERYH�WKH�JURXQG��
JHQWO\�EUXVKLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�WLSV�RI�GHVHUW�ZHHGV��7KLV�VFHQH�ORRNV�OLNH�
VRPHWKLQJ�IURP�0DUV�LQ�D�VFLHQFH�ÀFWLRQ�ÀOP��
$IWHU�DERXW�ÀIWHHQ�PLQXWHV�WKHUH·V�DQ�XQH[SHFWHG�VRXQG³D�VRIW��

KLJK�SLWFKHG�ODXJK��2QH�RI�WKH�GH�PLQHUV�ZDONV�WRZDUG�WKH�IHQFH�DV�D�
VOLJKW�EUHH]H�UHYHDOV�D�UHEHOOLRXV�VKLPPHULQJ�VWUDQG�RI�KDLU�EUHDNLQJ�
LWV�ZD\�RXW�RI�FRQÀQHPHQW�IURP��ZKDW�VHHPV�WR�EH��D�!"#$%��'HVSLWH�
ZRUNLQJ�XQGHUQHDWK�KHDY\�OD\HUV�RI�SURWHFWLYH�IDEULF�DQG�DUPRU�LQ�
WKLUW\�HLJKW�GHJUHH�ZHDWKHU��WKLV�IRUPHU�RIÀFH�ZRUNHU�ZHDUV�D�MRYLDO�
VPLOH��+HU�QDPH�LV�:DHG�$O�+RXUL�DQG�VKH·V�RQH�RI�VL[�-RUGDQLDQ�
IHPDOH�GH�PLQHUV�ZRUNLQJ�WR�FOHDU�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�ODQGPLQHV�DORQJ�
WKH�ERUGHU�ZLWK�6\ULD�DV�SDUW�RI�D�1RUZHJLDQ�3HRSOH·V�$LG�GH�PLQLQJ�
LQLWLDWLYH�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�%RUGHU�3URMHFW��
$ORQJ�ZLWK�KHU�ÀYH�RWKHU�WHDP�PHPEHUV��WZHQW\�QLQH�\HDU�ROG�

$O�+RXUL�ZDV�RQH�RI�ÀIW\�WKUHH�ZRPHQ�IURP�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHD�
ZKR�DSSOLHG�IRU�D�VSRW�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�DOO�IHPDOH�GH�PLQLQJ�WHDP�LQ�WKH�
0LGGOH�(DVW��$IWHU�VHHLQJ�DQ�DG�IRU�WKH�MRE�LQ�D�QHZVSDSHU��D�UHODWLYH�
RI�$O�+RXUL·V�SDVVHG�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�KHU��7KH�KXPDQLWDULDQ�VLGH�RI�
WKH�ZRUN�DWWUDFWHG�$O�+RXUL��´$UHDV�IXOO�RI�ODQGPLQHV�DUH�KDUPIXO�WR�
KXPDQV�DQG�WKDW�LV�ZK\�,�GLG�LW�µ�VKH�VD\V��

,Q�2FWREHU�RI�������$O�+RXUL�DQG�WZHQW\�WKUHH�RWKHU�ZRPHQ�EHJDQ�
DQ�LQWHQVLYH�WUDLQLQJ�FRXUVH�OHG�E\�WKH�13$��)LYH�ZHHNV�ODWHU��HLJKW3
HHQ�ZRPHQ�JUDGXDWHG��DQG�ÀYH�GD\V�DIWHU�WKDW�WZHOYH�ZHUH�VHOHFWHG�
WR�EHJLQ�ZRUN��$W�ÀUVW��DV�$O�+RXUL�UHFDOOV��PDQ\�SHRSOH�LQ�0DIUDT�
GLG�QRW�VXSSRUW�WKH�LGHD�RI�ZRPHQ�ZRUNLQJ�DV�GH�PLQHUV��´:RUNLQJ�
LQ�WKH�PLQHÀHOG�ZDVQ·W�P\�LQWHQGHG�FDUHHU�SDWK�DQG�WKH\�ZRXOG�SXW�
PH�GRZQ�DERXW�LW�µ�VKH�VD\V��

6LGH�E\�VLGH�ZLWK�QXPHURXV�DOO�PDOH�WHDPV��WKH�ZRPHQ�KDYH�QRW�
MXVW�NHSW�XS�ZLWK�WKHLU�FRXQWHUSDUWV�EXW�H[FHOOHG��7KH\·UH�FRQVLGHUHG�
VRPH�RI�WKH�EHVW�GH�PLQHUV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�%RUGHU�3URMHFW��
7KH�13$·V�PLQH�DFWLRQ�VSHFLDO�DGYLVRU��<DVVLQ�0DMDOL��VD\V��´7KH�
ZRPHQ·V�WHDP�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�WRS�WKUHH�WHDPV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�DFFXUDF\��
SURGXFWLYLW\��DQG�LQ�DOO�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV�RI�HYDOXDWLRQ�µ�$O�+RXUL�VD\V�
WKDW�DIWHU�DERXW�D�\HDU��PDQ\�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�EHJDQ�
WR�LQTXLUH�DERXW�WUDLQLQJ�FRXUVHV�DQG�ZHUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�EHFRPLQJ�
GH�PLQHUV��8QOLNH�PDQ\�RWKHU�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�ERUGHU�DUHD��PRVW�RI�
WKH�GH�PLQHUV�DUH�QRZ�ÀQDQFLDOO\�LQGHSHQGHQW��´6RFLDOO\��LW�KDVQ·W�
EHQHÀWWHG�PH��)LQDQFLDOO\��LW�KDV��,·P�GRLQJ�PXFK�EHWWHU�µ�$O�+RXUL�
VD\V��´(PRWLRQDOO\��ZHOO��LW·V�YHU\�QHUYH�ZUDFNLQJ�µ�
%UHDNLQJ�WUDGLWLRQDO�VRFLDO�DQG�JHQGHU�QRUPV�LV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�WKH�

13$�LQWHQGHG�WR�GR��0DMDOL�VD\V��´2QH�RI�WKH�LGHDV�LQ�RXU�PLQG�ZDV�
WR�KDYH�D�IHPDOH�GH�PLQLQJ�VWUXFWXUH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ZKROH�GH�PLQLQJ�
VWUXFWXUH�RI�RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��7KH�SRLQW�LV�WR�PHHW�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�
REMHFWLYHV�DQG�WR�VHH�KRZ�PXFK�WKH�ZRPHQ�FDQ�GR�LQ�WKLV�DUHD�RI�
ZRUN��7KH�WKLUG�WKLQJ�LV�WR�LPSURYH�WKHLU�OLYHOLKRRG�µ�7KH�13$�ÀUVW�
LPSOHPHQWHG�WKLV�LQLWLDWLYH�LQ�.RVRYR�LQ������ZLWK�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�ÀUVW�DOO�ZRPHQ�GH�PLQHU�WHDP�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��5LGLQJ�RQ�WKH�KHHOV�
RI�WKLV�LQLWLDO�VXFFHVV��13$�GHFLGHG�WR�LPSOHPHQW�DOO�ZRPHQ�GH�PLQ3
HU�WHDPV�LQ�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��/HEDQRQ��6UL�/DQND��6XGDQ��DQG�-RUGDQ��
1RZ��DW�OHDVW�RQ�SDSHU��GH�PLQLQJ�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�XQLVH[�RFFXSDWLRQ��

t this stretch of the 
Jordanian-Syrian border



60  JO MAGAZINE  NOVEMBER 2011 NOVEMBER 2011  JO MAGAZINE  61

+RZHYHU��GHVSLWH�QDWLRQDO�PRWLYHV��-RUGDQ³D�VLJQDWRU\�RI�WKH�
LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�$QWL�3HUVRQQHO�0LQH�%DQ�&RQYHQWLRQ��
NQRZQ�DV�WKH�2WWRZD�7UHDW\³KDV�D�OHJDO�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�REOLJDWLRQ�
WR�FOHDU�LWV�JURXQG�RI�ODQGPLQHV�E\�0D\����������2Q�$SULO����������
-RUGDQ�SXW�WKH�WUHDW\�LQWR�ODZ�YLD�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$QWL�3HUVRQQHO�0LQH�
%DQ�/DZ���,UDT�LV�-RUGDQ·V�RQO\�QHLJKERU�WR�DGRSW�WKH�WUHDW\��

After about an hour of observing�WKH�ZRPHQ�LQ�
WKH�ÀHOG��WKH�ZRUN�EHJLQV�WR�ORRN�WHGLRXV��7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�QR�H[SOR3
VLRQV��KDUGO\�DQ\�PRYHPHQW³HYHU\RQH�VHHPV�WR�KRYHU�DURXQG�WKH�
VDPH�VSRW�IRU�ORQJ�SHULRGV�RI�WLPH��7KHUH·V�PLQLPDO�WDONLQJ��7KH�RQO\�
GDQJHU�VHHPV�WR�EH�IURP�KHDW�VWURNH�XQGHUQHDWK�WKH�VFRUFKLQJ�VXQ�
DQG�OD\HUV�RI�IDEULF�DQG�DUPRU��
+RZHYHU��OHWWLQJ�GRZQ�RQH·V�JXDUG�DQG�WKLQNLQJ�IRU�D�VHFRQG�WKDW�

GH�PLQLQJ�LV�QRW�GDQJHURXV�LV�ZKHQ�WKH�MRE�EHFRPHV�OLIH�WKUHDWHQ3
LQJ��´,I�,·P�QRW�����SHUFHQW�FRQÀGHQW��WKHQ�,�GRQ·W�SURFHHG�µ�$O�
+RXUL�VD\V��´,�GHSHQG�RQ�WKH�GHWHFWRU��DQG�,�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�QRWKLQJ�
GDQJHURXV�LV�EHKLQG�PH�µ�8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKRXJK��WKH�PHWDO�GHWHFWRUV�
DUHQ·W�SHUIHFWO\�UHOLDEOH��7KH\�FDQ·W�DOZD\V�GHWHFW�ODQGPLQHV�EXULHG�
GHHS�LQ�WKH�JURXQG��$�PDOH�GH�PLQHU��QDPHG�6DOHK�$O�$PDZL��IRXQG�
WKLV�RXW�WKH�KDUG�ZD\��´,�ZDV�RXW�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�ORRNLQJ�IRU�PLQHV��
DQG�,�ZDONHG�SDVVHG�RQH�E\�D�PHWHU��2Q�WKH�ZD\�EDFN��WKH�GHWHFWRU�
GLGQ·W�JLYH�PH�D�VLJQDO��DQG�WKHQ�P\�IRRW�JRW�VWXFN�LQ�WKH�JURXQG�
DQG�LW�H[SORGHG�µ�7KH�H[SORVLRQ�EOHZ�RII�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�KLV�IRRW�QHDU�
WKH�DQNOH��$OWKRXJK�WKH�LQFLGHQW�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�������KH�
VWLOO�KDV�SDLQ�ZKHQ�KH�PRYHV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�0DMDOL��WKH�ZRPHQ·V�
FORVHVW�FDOO�ZDV�ZKHQ�D�ODQGPLQH�H[SORGHG�QHDU�RQH�RI�WKHP�DQG��
EHFDXVH�VKH�IRUJRW�WR�ZHDU�JRJJOHV��Á\LQJ�GHEULV�VFUDWFKHG�KHU�IDFH�
DQG�H\HV��6R�IDU�WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�VL[W\�ÀYH�VXFK�LQFLGHQWV�LQ�ZKLFK�
ODQGPLQHV�ZHUH�DFFLGHQWO\�VHW�RII�E\�GH�PLQLQJ�FUHZV��6L[�FDXVHG�
VHYHUH�LQMXULHV��$�VHYHQWK�ZDV�IDWDO��
,Q�RUGHU�WR�SUHYHQW�ORVV�RI�OLPEV�RU�ZRUVH��WKH�13$�UHTXLUHV�HYHU\�

GH�PLQHU�WR�VWULFWO\�IROORZ�D�VHW�RI�SURFHGXUHV��7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ·V�
FRXQWU\�GLUHFWRU��0LNDHO�%ROG��VD\V��´,I�\RX�IROORZ�WKHP��\RX·UH�QRW�
JRLQJ�WR�JHW�LQMXUHG�µ�$QG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLP��ZRPHQ�WHQG�WR�IROORZ�WKH�
UXOHV�PRUH�ULJLGO\�ZKLOH�PHQ�DUH�D�ELW�PRUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�WDNH�D�VKRUWFXW��
4,!+55/%/',!%'!$%)00/,2!',!+!1+,5&/,)6!$'&)!'%*)(!5+,2)($!7'&)!

IURP�VFRUSLRQV��VQDNHV��DQG�WKH�KHDW��,Q�RUGHU�WR�DYRLG�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�
WKH�ODWWHU��WKH�GH�PLQHUV�EHJLQ�ZRUN�DW��DP��ÀQLVK�DW��SP��DQG�DUH�
JLYHQ�QXPHURXV�EUHDNV�XQGHU�WKH�VKDGH�RI�D�WHQW��

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�0DMDOL��WKHUH�DUH�IRXU�SKDVHV�WR�WKH�SURFHVV��,Q�WKH�
ÀUVW��WKH�ODQGPLQHV�DUH�LGHQWLÀHG�YLD�UHFRUGV�IURP�UR\DO�HQJLQHHUV�
DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&RPPLWWHH�IRU�'HPLQLQJ�DQG�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ��2QFH�
WKH�PLQHV�DUH�LGHQWLÀHG��GH�PLQHUV�XVH�PHWDO�GHWHFWRUV��UDNHV��H[FDYD3
WLRQ�WRROV��DQG�SURGGHUV�WR�ORFDWH�WKHP��ZKLFK�LV�ZKDW�WKH�ZRPHQ�
ZHUH�GRLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�YLVLW��$IWHU�WKH\·YH�IRXQG�DV�PDQ\�DV�SRVVLEOH��

PLQHVZHHSLQJ�PDFKLQHV�FRPE�WKH�ÀHOG�OLNH�D�WUDFWRU�WR�FOHDU�DQ\�
UHPDLQLQJ�ODQGPLQHV��7KH�ÀQDO�SKDVH�XVHV�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�GRJV��
&+7*/,)$6!+,5!5)3&/,/,2!%)+&$!%'!+$$)$$!%*)!+()+!+,5!+77'#,%!.'(!+,-!
PLVVLQJ�ODQGPLQHV��´,W·V�OLNH�GRLQJ�GHWHFWLYH�ZRUN�µ�VD\V�%ROG��
$V�RI�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�2FWREHU��WKH�GH�PLQLQJ�WHDPV�KDG�FOHDUHG�D�

WRWDO�RI���������ODQGPLQHV�IURP�WKH�6\ULDQ�-RUGDQLDQ�ERUGHU���������
DQWL�SHUVRQQHO�PLQHV�DQG��������DQWL�WDQN�PLQHV��
$OWKRXJK�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�%RUGHU�3URMHFW�LV�PDNLQJ�DPSOH�SURJUHVV��

LWV�IXWXUH�LV�XQFHUWDLQ�DQG�WKH�SRVWSRQHG�GHDGOLQH�LV�VKDN\��%ROG�VD\V��
´/RRNLQJ�DW�LW�QRZ��PD\EH�WKH\�ZHUH�WRR�SRVLWLYH�ZKHQ�UHSRUWLQJ��LW�
ZDV�D�FDOFXODWLRQ�HUURU�DQG�PRUH�IDFWRUV�KDYH�EHHQ�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�
ÀQDO�SODQ�µ�$FFRUGLQJ�WR�0DMDOL��WKH�13$�KDV�RQO\�VHFXUHG�HQRXJK�
IXQGV�WR�ODVW�XQWLO�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�\HDU��EXW�WKH\�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�LQ�WKH�
SURFHVV�RI�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�GRQRUV��
7KHUH�LV�DOVR�WKH�XSULVLQJ�LQ�6\ULD�WR�FRQVLGHU��7KH�SURMHFW�ZDV�

IRUFHG�WR�VWRS�D�FRXSOH�RI�WLPHV�GXH�WR�WKH�GDQJHU�RI�ZRUNLQJ�QHDU�WKH�
6\ULDQ�WRZQ�RI�'DUDD³WKH�XSULVLQJ·V�ELUWKSODFH��$QG��LI�XQUHVW�FRQWLQ3
XHV�DIWHU�WKH�SURMHFW��LW�PD\�EH�DQ�REVWDFOH�WR�JHQHUDWLQJ�GHYHORSPHQW�
LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�DUHD�DQG�UHOHDVLQJ�VRPH�RI�ODQG�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��
'HVSLWH�WKHVH�LPSHGLPHQWV��GRXEW�VWLOO�UHPDLQV�DERXW�WKH�DELOLW\�

WR�FOHDU�����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�ODQGPLQHV��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKRVH�EXULHG�
GHHSHU�WKDQ�WKH�VWDQGDUG�ÀIWHHQ�FHQWLPHWHUV�DUH�VRPHWLPHV�GLIÀFXOW�
WR�GHWHFW��´,I�PLQHV�DUH�ODLG�GHHSHU�WKDQ�ZH·UH�FOHDULQJ��WKHQ�WKHUH�
DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�PLQHV�OHIW�LQ�WKH�JURXQG�µ�%ROG�VD\V��´<RX�QHHG�WR�
SXW�WKH�ULJKW�WRRO�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�JURXQG�DQG�VD\��¶:H·YH�GRQH�RXU�EHVW��
ZH·YH�GRQH�DOO�RXU�UHDVRQDEOH�HIIRUW�WR�PDNH�WKLV�ODQG�VDIH�·µ�,W·V�
QRW�D�SUREOHP�XQLTXH�WR�-RUGDQ��,Q�%HOJLXP�DQG�)UDQFH��KXQGUHGV�
RI�WRQV�RI�PLQHV�DQG�XQH[SORGHG�ERPEV�IURP�:RUOG�:DU�,�DUH�GLV3
FRYHUHG�E\�IDUPHUV�HYHU\�\HDU�

Once two teams of eight,�WKH�SURMHFW·V�DOO�ZRPHQ�GH�
PLQHU�WHDPV�KDYH�EHHQ�UHGXFHG�WR�RQH�WHDP�RI�VL[��7KLV�GUDPDWLF�
GURS�ZDV�QRW�GXH�WR�GDQJHU�RU�KDUG�FRQGLWLRQV�EXW��LQVWHDG��D�EXGJHW�
FXW�LQ������DQG�VRFLDO�IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�PDUULDJH��0DMDOL�VD\V��´6RPH�
RI�WKH�KXVEDQGV�GRQ·W�QHHG�WKHP�WR�ZRUN�DQG�SUHIHU�WKHP�WR�VWD\�
DW�KRPH�RU�ÀQG�RWKHU�ZRUN�µ�1HZ�WR�WKH�-RUGDQ�EUDQFK��%ROG�VD\V�
KH·V�H[SHULHQFHG�WKLV�GLOHPPD�HOVHZKHUH��´:KDW�,·YH�VHHQ�LQ�RWKHU�
SURJUDPV�LV�ZKHQ�WKH\�JHW�PDUULHG�DQG�LW·V�WLPH�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�IDPLO\�
DQG�JHW�SUHJQDQW��WKH\�DUH�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�RXW�RI�D�MRE�EHFDXVH�LW·V�WZR�
SHRSOH�WR�QRZ�WKLQN�DERXW��QRW�RQO\�\RXUVHOI�µ�
'HVSLWH�PDQ\�H[SHUW�FODLPV�WKDW�ZRPHQ�GH�PLQHUV�H[FHO�DW�WKHLU�

MREV�DQG�UHVHDUFK�IURP�WKH�0LQH�$FWLRQ�,QIRUPDWLRQ�&HQWHU�VKRZLQJ�
WKDW�XQLVH[�WHDPV�WHQG�WR�SURGXFH�KLJK�VXFFHVV�DQG�IHZHU�LQMXULHV��
GH�PLQLQJ�LV�VWLOO�DQ�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�PDOH�SURIHVVLRQ��
$QG��ZKDW�DERXW�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�VL[�ZRPHQ"�2QFH�WKH�PLQHÀHOGV�

DUH�FOHDU�RI�ODQGPLQHV�ZKDW�GR�WKH\�GR"�'R�WKH\�JR�EDFN�WR�EHLQJ�
D�KRXVHZLIH"�'R�WKH\�JR�EDFN�WR�RIÀFH�RU�IDFWRU\�ZRUN��RU�WHDFK3
LQJ"�&DQ�WKH\�WUDQVIHU�WR�D�GH�PLQLQJ�SURMHFW�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�
FRXQWU\�RU��SHUKDSV��RXW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\"�:KHQ�DVNHG�DERXW�RXWVLGH�
ZRUN��0DMDOL�VD\V��´7KH\�ZLOO�QRW�WUDYHO�DEURDG��RXWVLGH�-RUGDQ��WR�
GH�PLQH��0DQ\�RI�WKHP�DUH�PDUULHG�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ��2QH�RI�WKHP�LV�
ZLGRZHG�ZLWK�IRXU�RU�ÀYH�FKLOGUHQ��7KHUH�DUH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�WKHP�
LQ�-RUGDQ�EXW�WKH\�ZRXOGQ·W�PRYH�RXWVLGH�RI�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV�µ�+H�
VD\V�WKHUH�PD\�EH�RFFXSDWLRQDO�WUDLQLQJ�DYDLODEOH�DQG�RSHQ�SRVLWLRQV�
WKH\�FDQ�ÀOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�13$��
:KHQ�,�DVN�$O�+RXUL�ZKDW�VKH�ZLOO�GR�RQFH�WKH�SURMHFW�HQGV�VKH�VD\V��

´,�GRQ·W�ZDQW�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�LW��,·P�MXVW�FRQFHQWUDWLQJ�RQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�µ��

There have been sixty-five 
incidents where landmines were 
accidently set off by de-mining 
crews. Six caused severe injuries. 
A seventh was fatal

A de-miner near the northern village of Jaber 
clears mines manually using a rake, one of the 

tools used for sifting through the topmost layer of 
soil. The sand dune behind her is Syrian territory.




